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Wyre Scouting 

DC’s Column 
 
Welcome to the second edition of the Wyre Scouting.  It hardly seems like 
yesterday since Hazel was hassling me for some words for the first edition, and 
its already time to put something together for the next edition.  As always in 
Scouting, it’s been a busy couple of months.  I’ve been walking with the Beavers 
on Beacon Fell, doing an overnight hike with the Scouts in the area around Great 
Tower on Scout Activity Weekend, and Geocaching with the reWyred Scout 
Fellowship around Waddecar.  Have you spotted the common theme here?  
Unfortunately, I had to miss the Swimming Gala due to family commitments.  My 
thanks to all those Leaders and adults who were involved in the planning and 
running of those events – I’ve heard nothing but positive comments about all of 
these events. 
 
 

Following on from the good work earlier this year, work has started planning the District Development Weekend on 30 – 

31
st
 January at Myerscough.  An initial e-mail has gone out to GSLs and hopefully everyone now knows about it.  There are 

a number of sessions currently being planned for Executive members, Section leaders and others involved in Scouting.   

The plan is to run a mix of practical and theory based sessions with people attending different sessions, and then coming 

back as Groups or District Sections.  We’ll issue more information as we get closer – but please leave this date clear in 

your diary. 

As there will not be another Newsletter before Christmas, I wish you all a well earned break and a very happy Christmas 

and New Year. 

 

Yours in Scouting 

Neil Roberts 

 

 

As many of you have heard, Scout Fellowship is becoming the Scout Active Support Unit (or many Units).  There is a 
programme being put in place by County and until this programme is announced Wyre Scout Fellowship will continue as at 
present.  We have until December 2010 to implement the required changes. 

I recently attended a Wyre Forum meeting with Kim Cummings, one of the Leaders from Tenerrimo Explorers.  The Forum 
was about Rural Isolation and we’d been asked to do a presentation on Youth Issues to a number of organizations including 
Councillors – County, Borough and Parish; the Emergency Services; statutory youth, health and elderly services and many 
others.  It was great to attend the event and to get some idea of the support for Scouting from all these organizations.  A 
number of organizations were offering assistance, and some were asking whether Scouts could help out with some of their 
projects – because Scouts are trusted by these organizations and the public.  Expect more information via e-mail. 
 
On a more personal note – I will be out of contact for two one week periods between now and Christmas as I have to go 
away with work for one week, and I’m planning taking a week holiday with friends up in Scotland.  Final dates haven’t been 
confirmed yet for either trip so I can’t let you have them. 
 

Development 
 
The recruitment evening at Anchorsholme was a roaring success with over 60 families attending, with young people and 
interest expressed in all four youth sections.  Carolyn is now in the process of turning the parental leads into potential 
leaders, and the plan is that this work will continue with at least Beavers and Cubs opening before Christmas. 

 

 

Individual 

Highlights: 

  

Awards   
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Appointments 

 

  

  



 

 
 

In part this has been achieved by the opening of 18 new Sections and one new Group over the past year 
as well as a lot of great work locally, supported by two County Development Officers. On a more amusing 
note, he referred to a Lancashire custom he found unusual, that of Hugging, as you can imagine that 
brought some laughter from the audience. 
 

This report and a follow up on his visit to West Lancs can be read in full on Wayne’s Blog on the Scout 

Association Web page. www.scoutassociation.org.uk 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

   

At the County AGM on September 17
th
 2009 Wayne Bullpitt the UK Chief Scout 

praised West Lancashire stating that we are “a great showcase for all that is good 

about Scouting”.  

He told an audience of 200 County Members and guests that “West Lancs are also a 

great example of what is currently within our movement with membership having 

grown in each of the past five years and has now gone back to over 10,000 members 

for the first time since 2001.    

County AGM – “West Lancs a Great Showcase”  - Wayne Bullpitt 

 

The  Over Wyre Unit has now decided on a name –Tenerrimo pronounced 

Tener-ri-moor, an unusual name but very appropriate when you know the 

explanation.  

 A Latin word simply translated means; Tener – Young,  rimor –  the verb to 

explore = Young Explorers. 

The Young Leaders are doing a presentation at the next District Leaders 

meeting; please give them your support by attending. 

Friday 2
nd

 October the Explorers went to BNFL Preston.  Holly Jackson 

reports: On arrival we were given a safety talk & told information about what 

goes on at the plant.  We were then put into groups and taken to various 

parts of the plant.  First, we went to a fire station and were taught some of the 

things about types of fires and extinguishers.  We then put on helmets, 

jackets and gloves and were able to have a go at putting out a fire. 

Then, we went into the power plant and had a tour of where the nuclear fuel 

is manufactured and then transported to be made into electricity.  During the 

day 1300 people work there but at night only 6 men look after the plant.  We 

were assured the plant was safe and were given tags to detect any radiation. 

I thought the trip was interesting as I have never heard of a nuclear fuel plant.  

However, I wouldn’t want to work there because it was very noisy in the 

buildings.        

YiS 

Ian Porteous 

  

Explorers Newsround  
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http://www.scoutassociation.org.uk/


 
 
 
 

The Scout Activity Weekend, according to all reports, was unaminous 
in that a great time was had by all the seventy plus Scouts who 
attened.The weather was kind and the organisers Rick Ramsden and Alan 
Campbell  put together a fun, action packed varied programme of activities.  These 
activities ranged from Night Hike, Backwoods Shelters, axe and knife work, low 
ropes and climbing in the Langdales.  
 
One of the activities which was greatly enjoyed was the “Backwoods” cooking – with 
chicken, bacon & egg on a stick, trout and mackerel (fish was cooked wrapped in 
newspaper), stuffed apples and scones all cooked on a open fire.   
 

Thanks to all those who helped make this a great weekend such a success.   
 
Watch this space for more information on the forthcoming Scout Leaders Patrol Weekend 26

th
 – 28

th
 

February 2010 at Helm Lodge.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 Scout Activity Weekend 

 

 
 

 

ADC Cubs 

There have been a number of activities taking place since the last Newsletter, 
Swimming Gala, Camps and activities.  The recent swimming gala was a great 
success with 2

nd
 Cleveleys winning the Cub section. All winners of the races, both 

Cubs and Scouts have been invited to represent Wyre District at the County 
Swimming Gala - the Helme Shield on 28

th
 November.  

 
The “Open Evening” on the 2

nd
 October at Anchorsholme Methodist Church went 

very well.  There is a potential for a pack of 19 Cubs.  When running future open 
evenings I would suggest the use of October as a good month.   
 
I have had the pleasure of attending 1

st
 Carleton Scouts to present three Silver 

Awards. 
 
Currently, the Packs are preparing for the Archery Competition in November.  1

st
 

Fleetwood are planning a trip to Gilwell the weekend of 24th October in celebration 
of the Group being 100 years old. 
 
YiS 
 
Mandy Ramsden 
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2
nd

 Cleveleys are in the midst of a huge fund raising appeal for a replacement mini 
bus.  At present, the Group have raised £2,600 through bag packing, Magic Show, 
Beetle Drive, Bob-a-job and donations. 
 
To help boost the Groups fund raising efforts Janine Webster, Mum of six year old 
Beaver Scout Oliver, will have achieved a lifelong ambition – a charity skydive.  For 
this Fleetwood Mum it is a special daring feat of bravery, why? Because she is 
almost totally blind.   
 

Group Newsround 

 

Janine will dive with the Black Knights team at Cockerham, leaving the plane at 14,000ft before a free fall of 
5,000ft.   
If you would like to sponsor Janine please contact Group Treasurer Paul Joyce on 01253 826904. 

 
The Group are also planning further fund raising activities such as:  Christmas Fair at St Andrews on 11

th
 

December, A Race Night at the Masonic Lodge in February, a sponsored walk and even the possibility of a 
sponsored aircraft pull at BAE.  
 
They have even made an appointment with the VCFS to discuss fund raising streams.  See article on page 8 
for further details about this fundraising organisation. 

 

 

ADC Beavers 

Beaver Picnic/Hikes Away 1 was held on Saturday 19th September.  It was a 

fantastic day over 65 young people joined us on our walk with about 30 

parents.  I don’t think the rangers at Beacon Fell knew what hit them when 

100 people turned upto lunch at the Visitors Centre! 

I awarded 65 Hikes Away 1 Badges, which was great.  I would like to thank 

Fiona Miller for all her help in organising the route.  I think this is an event 

we will certainly do again. 

Please don’t forget Gang Show Sign On which is Sunday 15th November 2pm 

at 1st Carleton HQ.  The theme will be “Around the World in 80 songs”  If you 

love your “Mama Mia” then please come along and see what it is all about. 

The next event is the District Sleepover” 21st November.  I have had such a 

huge response from all colonies that I have had to book extra 

accommodation.  If your Group cannot go for whatever reason then please 

let me know as it does affect my budget. 

I hope all the Colonies are running smoothly, if there is anything you need 

even if it is an extra pair of hands, then please let me know and Tracy, Sian 

and I will do our best to attend. 

YiS 

Fiona Cross 
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2
nd

 Cleveleys 

 

http://gallery.wyre.westlancashirescouts.org.uk/main.php?g2_itemId=301


 
 

 
4

th
 Poulton 

 
4

th
 Poulton Cubs & Beavers paid a visit to Fleetwood Lifeboat Station in September.  

They were fortunate enough to attend on a Training/ Inspection night. 
They saw the main & inflatable lifeboats go out to sea, watched a video and had a  
conducted tour of the station by the Coxswain.    
  
During the visit a couple of the Cubs/Beavers were able to experience what it was  
like to wear the Lifeboat men’s full sea-going kit.  I am told that the youngsters  
couldn’t move with the weight of the kit coupled with the fact that it was far too big 
for them.Ron Jeffs GSL said that the young people had carried out a type of  
“Bob a Job”at home raising over £60 which they donated to the Lifeboat Station.   
A brilliant night was had by the Cubs and Beavers and the Parent helpers present. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1
st

 Garstang  

 
1

st
 Garstang held a very successful Cub Camp at Fylde HQ’s over the weekend of 26

th
 – 

28
th
 September with 16 Cubs from 1

st
 Garstang and 4 Cubs from Calder Vale. Plus,  

one Leader from Calder Vale and 7 Leaders from 1
st
 Garstang in attendance. 

The weekend was packed full of activities ranging from Knotting, Tent Pitching, 

Fun/Handicraft,  Climbing Wall, Archery, Rifle Range, Fire Lighting, Dough twists 

and Mini pioneering  with trips to the lights, tram rides and to cap it all a chip supper.   
Keith Rawcliffe commented how successful the weekend had been not only from the 
youngster’s point of view but how two Groups could come together and work  
as team with leaders from both Groups working towards a common goal, that of the 
youngsters.  Not only did they have two groups together but they had help from a  
Guide Leader, Louise Hill who was helping Keith in doing the cooking.  With a waiting 
 list of 49 wanting to join Beaver Scouts there will certainly be no shortage of Cubs to join 
in future camps such as this. 
 

1
st
 Garstang have had a great deal of work done on their Headquarters recently, new 

windows, fire doors, re-pointing of the rear quarter of the building. Obtaining grants for a 

new roof on the garage.  The fund raising for this work has been largely due to the tireless 

work of the Groups Management Committee led by the present Chairman Quinton Parker 

who will be retiring at the next Group AGM.   The Group are indebted to Quinton for all his 

hard work and would like to extend their formal thanks to him for all he has done for 

Garstang.  Alan Pearson will be taking over the reins as Chair of the Management 

Committee on Quinton’s retirement.   

Future events at Garstang: 

8
th
 to 10

th
 January 2010 Winter Camp for Scouts & Guides at  Bramhope Leeds. 

3
rd

 December 2009         Scouts & Guides Carol Service, Garstang  HQ 
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Group Newsround 

 

 



 
  

Fellowship Newsround  

David Wilkinson ACC (Fellowship West Lancs stepped down at the AGM last July.  A dinner  
was held at Garstsng in October which was attended by  David Thornton, Liz McDermott, Val Holland, Cyril Crossley 
(Chairman), Marjorie Crosslet (Secretary) and twenty nine members representing the various 
Districts within West Lancs. County Fellowship.  David was presented with a ceramic 
Wolf which he avidly collects, and Carole his wife with a spray of flowers by way of  
thanks for her dedicated support throughout the years of his tenure. 
 

 

 

 
 
Scout Active Support is to replace Scout Fellowship in a phased transition that will run from September 2009 to 
December 2010.  Scout Active Support (SAS) Units will be led by a Manager appointed by the District Commissioner.  
The roles of ADC?ACC Scout Fellowship and the elected committee of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer will become 
obsolete from 31

st
 December 2010.  Scout Active Support is a way that adults can provide support to local Scouting in a 

flexible way that suits them. 
 

Gone Home  
 
 Doreen Mary Bell 3

rd
 Poulton-le-Fylde (St Chad’s ) Scout Group 

 
It is with regret that we inform you of the going home of Doreen Mary Bell.   Doreen held an active leadership role as 
“Akela” at St Chad’s from 19981 to 1994 where many young people benefitted from her quiet  style of leadership.  
 
 In 1991 she was awarded the Medal of Merit for her service to scouting. 
 
Following the death of her husband Chris, Doreen took a break and then joined the Scout Fellowship in 2003.  On behalf 
of Wyre District we send our sincere condolences to her family.   
 
Funeral arrangements -  Wednesday 4

th
 November 2009, St Chad’s Church, Poulton-le-Fylde at 10:30 

 

 
                                                       
 
 
 

1
st

 Thornton Beavers 

1
st
 Thornton Beavers are holding a “Spotty Challenge” night on 

Wednesday 18
th
 November at St John’s Church Hall, Thornton 

Cleveleys, in aid of “Children in Need”.  The Beavers will take part in a 

number of sponsored challenges involving spots, dots and circles 

(firing balls from a penalty spot, throwing bean bags into a circular 

target, guessing the number of marbles in a jar, walking across a “dot 

maize” etc)  The evening will culminate in a tug of war across a spot 

target.  All monies raised will go to “Children in Need”.  We hope to 

have a “fun” evening.  

 

Marjorie Crossley ADC Wyre Fellowship and Shirley Parkinson Fellowship  Chairman, with 

the cheque which will be presented to the North West Air Ambulance.  The £500 raised was 

the result of recent fund raising activities by Fellowship.     
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Around the World In 80 Songs 
                              
                                                                                    

Signing On Date: 15
th
 November 2009 at 1

st
 Carleton Scout Headquarters 2pm Start  

 
1

st
 Rehearsal: Sunday 6

th
 of December at 1-30pm, venue to be confirmed, please register your interest. 

 email or contact: 
 
Email: 
1 Andi Lees:   andicurwen@hotmail.com  
2 Colin Garner:   colin.garner6@btinternet.com  
3 Fiona Cross:   fiona@illetas.entadsl.com  
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 Ian Holt, a very experienced and respected Scouter from South Ribble District has started his role as 

County Officer Senior Administrator at Waddecar on 6
th
 October.  Ian was a GSL at Leyland United 

Reformed Church Group.  Ian’s contact e-mail is holti@westlancashirescouts.org.uk.   

 
 The VCFS Outreach Development Project, based at Blackpool, amongst many services that they offer 

can offer advice on, Fundraising, identifying appropriate funding streams, writing bids to secure funding.  

For further information please contact: Linda Ianson (Blackpool) or Kriss Wilson (Fylde & Wyre) on 01253 

624505 or linda.ianson@blackpoolcvs.co.uk  or kriss.wilson@blackpoolcvs.co.uk 

 Scout Training Scheme wins National Award -  The Scout Association has been recognised by the 

National Training Awards for the quality of the training it offers adult volunteers across the Country.  But 

that is not all, by winning this award The Scout Association will now be considered for “Winner of the Year” 

which will be announced in December - watch this space. 

 West Lancs gain British Standard BS8848  for International Expeditions – the first voluntary organization to 

do so.  (http://www.westlancashirescouts.org.uk/news/county-achieves-bs8848) 

 Red Rose 2010 International Scout Camp – 31
st
 July – 7

th
 August 2010, as you may recall this 

information has been out for some months now – and the closing date is drawing near.  Register your 

sections for Red Rose 2010 before 15
th
 November 2009.   

Red Rose 2010 will be an action packed International Camp held at Great Tower campsite.  It will be a 

complete international experience filled with adventure, high energy, challenges, fun and most importantly 

the chance to build new and lasting friendships.  Further information and Application Forms can be found at 

http://www.redrose.org.uk 

 World Scout Jamboree IST – Applications are now open to help work on the World Scout Jamboree 

2011. http://www.scouts.org.uk/ist2011   To apply you must be over 18 at the time of the Jamboree (born 

on or before 24
th
 July 1993).  If you want to have a chat about Jamborees – ask around, Wyre have had 

around 20 current leaders who have worked at or attended Jamborees in the past – we have enough 

stories to drive you mad.  Its definitely a case of work hard and play hard.  Applications close on 20
th
 

November 2009 –so not long to go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Snippets of Information  

 

 

 

 1
st
 Stalmine have some interesting events planned for the Cubs. Visits to RNLI & Fire Brigade closely followed 

by their Christmas Jumble Sale on 6
th
 December.  Any jumble welcome. 

 

 Losing car keys is getting to be a habit. You will never guess who the latest Scouter is to join the distinguished 

list.  Couple of clues, he lives in Garstang & his photograph is in this Newsletter. 

 The Gang Show Sign On is on Sunday 15
th
 November 2009 at 1

st
 Carleton HQ at 2pm. Let’s make it a full turn 

out with representation from every Group in the District. 

 Tom and Joyce Walker have given remarkable service to Scouting in the Wyre District.   Between them, have 

they have “notched up” over 100 years.  Do you know of any couple that can beat that record?  

 If you like the articles about each of the Group/Sections activities and would like your Group highlighted then 
why not contact us. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Did you know  
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                  Don’t forget to register your sections for Red Rose 2010 International Camp           
                  before 15th November 2009.  
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We wish all our readers a very happy Christmas and New Year. 
Due to Christmas period the next Newsletter will be published in 
February 2010 

Modules  1 – 3        18
th
 & 25

th
January  & 1

st
 February  2010 

Modules 5 – 9         21
st
 February 2010 at Preston 

Modules 11 -19        dates available on http://www.training.westlancashirescouts.org.uk/coursedates2010.htm 

Manager Modules    15
th
 – 17

th
 Jan. & 12

th
 -14

th
 Feb. at Waddecar & Gt Tower 

For further details & information contact:  

 Don Ashworth 01253 770787, email donashworth@hotmail.com      or   

Ron Chatt, 01253 825581  e-mail: ronchatt@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

14
th
 & 15

th
 November  2009 Archery Competition 

15
th
 November 2009   Gang Show Sign On 

19
th
 November 2009  1

st
 Response course for Young Leaders 

21
st
 November 2009  Beaver Sleepover 

28
th
 November 2009   County Swimming Helme Shield 

17
th
 January    2009  Football 6 a side Competition Scouts 

24
th
 January    2010  Football 6 a side Competition Cubs  

30 – 31
st
 January 2010  District Development Weekend 

6
th
 February 2010  Chess Competition Cubs & Scouts 

26
th
 – 28

th
 February 2010 Patrol Leaders Training Course 

Calendar of Events 
 

Adult Training Dates 

 

  

STOP PRESS:  Gang Show Sign On - Sunday 15th November 2pm at 1st Carleton HQ.  – Don’t Forget!! 

 

 

 

 
Contacts: 
 
Editor: Hazel Brindle 

 
Research Ass.  Uncle Ron 
 
Publicity Officer: Colin 
Garner 
 
 

 
We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.wyrescouts.org.uk 

 

Please forward any articles for the next Wyre Scouting by 20th of January 2010 to: 
 
 

253 West Drive 
Thornton Cleveleys 

Lancashire 
FY5 2 RY 

 
 e-mail hazel.brindle@yahoo.co.uk 
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