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DC’s Column 
 
I know some of you will have heard this many times already – but THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH for all the work you have done earlier this year.  It has resulted in a 
massive increase in numbers for the census – the largest in the County.  We 
have increased by about 15% to a level not seen since 2002 – with about 900 
Members across the District.  This is an amazing figure and exceeded my 
expectations.  This could not have been achieved if you were not running 
enthusiastic, balanced programmes, and providing the young people with what 
they want.  So please accept my thanks on behalf of the County and the District. 
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We don’t plan on opening any further additional Groups this year, but we are currently in discussion with 3 Scout 
Groups with a view to opening additional sections – with at least one more Group slated for later on in the year.  This 
development and growth is purely as the result of your hard work and enthusiasm. 
 
Well – it is that time of the year again – time to close down the books, and to start preparing for the AGM season.  
Please could you ensure that you notify Hazel of your AGM dates at the earliest opportunity.  I do not need to remind 
you that an AGM is a mandatory part of Scouting’s rules, and your Group’s accounts must be presented on this 
occasion.  On the subject of AGMs and Exec related issues, could you please ensure that you send copies of all your 
Exec minutes, and any additional documents that are presented at an Exec meeting to the District Secretary 
hazel.brindle@yahoo.co.uk.  Due to a couple of issues it has come to my attention that certain Groups are not doing 
this.   
 
By the time that you read this – I will have finished my 5 year term as  
District Commissioner and the mantle will have passed to Ian Porteous.   
Many of you will have already met Ian in his current role as District Explorer  
Scout Commissioner, and since his appointment was announced earlier in  
March you will have seen him at District events.  In turn, I would like to thank  
all of you for all your help, support and assistance over the last 5 years –  
and if you know people who have left the District over that time,  
please convey my thanks to them as well. 
 
The last 5 years have provided a mixed bag of Group closures, and Group 
openings,difficult problems and amazing successes.  My personal highlights have been (in no particular order) the 
presence of the District Unit at Eurojam in 2005 and the subsequent Wyre presence at the Jamborree in 2007, the 
success of the District Camps in 2008 and 2009, and the census figures for this year.  None of these could have been 
achieved without a lot of hard work by all of you – so thank you very much, and I hope the Groups enjoyed the 
chocolates.  
 My best wishes go to Ian and his teams for the next 5 years; I know that you will continue to give them the support 
and encouragement that you have all given me over the last 5 years. 
 
 
Yours in Scouting 
 
Neil Roberts 
District Commissioner 2005 - 2010 
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 As from 31
st
 March 2010  we welcome Ian Porteous as our new DC.  Many of you will know Ian in his current 

role of District Explorer Scout Commissioner. Whilst his adult Scouting began in Wyre   Ian has travelled 

throughout his RAF career and has completed 32 years adult Scouting in five different Scout Counties. 

 I am sure you will all join in with the editorial team in wishing our retiring DC Neil all the very best in whatever 

field of Scouting he chooses to continue in.  Neil has worked tirelessly over the last five years to the benefit of 

the District.  Thanks Neil – the District has certainly thrived under your leadership.  We also welcome Ian into 

his new role as DC. 

 Do any of our Members have a valid Activity Permit? – If so, could you please scan the written documentation 

and forward it to the District Secretary Hazel Brindle hazel.brindle@yahoo.co.uk or post a photocopy to Hazel 

at 253 West Drive, Thornton Cleveleyes, FY5 2RY.  Wyre District is responsible for getting details of Activity 

Permit holders onto My Backpack. 

 Recent attempts to send out Newsletters and other information to Members in the District, has resulted in a lot 

of e-mails being returned.  Can you please check the current year book to ensure that your e-mail address is 

entered and or correct?   e-mail hazel.brindle@yahoo.co.uk with any additions/corrections.   

 “Getting Started” training modules was great fun and most enjoyable.  That was the verdict of the new 

Members to Scouting at the March training session.  The session was well attended with three of the Members 

attending from out of District, What a fantastic message for them to take back to their District than “training in 

Wyre was so good”.  Well done to our Training Team. 

 The launch of HQ Scout Communications Centre – a one stop shop for learning about the adventure of 

Scouting.  With branding advice, information, templates and practical tools it will help you to produce bolder, 

more inspiring communications.  At the heart of the new centre is a web to print systems that will allow you to 

create, personalize and print flyers, posters, stationary, signage, banners and lots more.  The service is only 

available to adult members by logging onto My Backpack and then click on the Print Centre icon in the My 

Tools menu. 
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St George’s Day Parade Sunday 25th April 2010 

St George’s Day Parade will be held at St Mary & Michael’s Catholic Church 

Garstang.  The Parade will meet in the Riverside Car Park, High Street Garstang at 

14:15 hours with a prompt start to the Parade at 14:30 hours. 

Full instructions on the Parade and route to be walked have been emailed  to all 

GSLs.  Please contact your GSL if you have not received any information. 

We are fortunate this year in that we have a number of Wyre Dignitaries and 

representatives from the Police, Fire & Rescue Services and County walking and 

attending the Church Service.   

Please remember that this is a prestigious day for Scouting when we  all renew our 

Promise.  It is also a day when we can show the local community what Scouting 

stands for.  Please make every effort to attend. 

mailto:hazel.brindle@yahoo.co.uk
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 The Bowlander Competition is an extremely popular annual County 

Scout Walking competition. 

 

It is a very Challenging event for the Scouts and for that reason a training 

day and a training weekend is made available. 

 

On average between 120 and 130 Scouts take part in this competition 

event. Approximately, 5 to 10 Scouts take part from Wyre. 
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The event is a not only testing walking skills, but also map reading, tent pitching and cleanliness of their site, team 

work, cooking, being able to look after themselves safely, etc. This event is not looking for the fastest to finish, it is 

looking at the most accurate, organised group who can look after themselves well. 

 

I feel that for their age group it would probably be one of the most challenging and rewarding things they could do. 

Many Scouts choose to come back year after year so that they can improve on the year before. 

 

In order to run this event though, leaders are needed. Even if you yourself are not particularly a walker, you can still 

help. There are many areas where you can help. If you know someone else, a leader, a Parent Helper who is CRBd’ 

and enjoys walking, why not ask them if they could help. 

 

This event is becoming more and more popular every year. This year a very sad decision had to be made not to 

include Explorers in the event. This is due to the popularity of the event and the numbers of leaders just could not 

keep up with demand. This is primarily a Scout competition but was providing excellent training for Explorers. 

However, as said before we need additional Leaders to include them. 

 

This year the next training weekend is the end of March. The competition will be taking place on 17th and 18th April 

2010.  If you can't come this year please make a mental note for next year. I would love to be able to increase our 

numbers. But please also remember we will need Leaders to help out. 

 

Margaret Forrest 

West Lancashire Scouts Bowlander competition - Wyre District Representative 

 

Bowlander 2010 

 

Climbing and Bouldering in Wyre District 

 Yes, climbing and Bouldering activities for all in Wyre  Phil Kendrick has new 
equipment on its way – full body harnesses in a range of sizes  (even extra large)  and 
two new superb bouldering mats allowing this to become another District activity.    

 
Not sure about trying these activities? Why not come along and try – you might 
surprise yourself.  A good starting point is the Climbing Tower at Waddecar, which is 
great if you are on site.  Blackpool and Preston have walls for all year round and bad 
weather alternatives.  There are also many quarries in easy reach and a day in the 
Lake District is also possible.  We also offer sessions practicing donning harnesses 
and tying knots given by a team of trainers who hold the required “Form M”.   
 
Interested, and would like further information or book a sessions for your Group or 
Leaders contact Phil Kendrick on 07970 459083 or e-mail pkend@tiscali.co.uk 
Don’t delay as demand is likely to be high. 
 
Phil Kendrick 
DSL Activities 

http://scouts.westlancashirescouts.org.uk/assets/photos/bowltrophy.jpg
mailto:pkend@tiscali.co.uk
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 Scout News – Patrol Leaders Training Course  

 
Over the weekend of 26

th
 – 28

th
 February 2010, 19 Scouts from five groups within the District took part in the Patrol 

Leaders Training weekend at Waddecar Scout Camp.  The weather over the weekend was kind,  allowing us to run a 
full outdoor series of activities. 
 
On Friday evening we had some great ice breakers, which allowed everybody to get to know each other for the 
weekend ahead.  This was followed by a small training session on types of Leadership and then an outdoor wide 
game down by the river to complete the day. 
 
Saturday sessions with the young people saw them working in patrols aimed to give each scout an opportunity at 
leading their patrol, taking part in activities as diverse as Camp Planning, shelter building, pioneering, orienteering, 
problem solving and pitching a tent inside a patrol tent. 
 
At the end of the day, ably assisted by Ron Chatt the young people had a go at preparing a Scouts Own for the 
closing ceremony and also had the opportunity to give feedback on how the days sessions  had gone, with most 
feedback being positive. 
 
Saturday also ended with a wide game to allow the youngsters to run off steam so they would have a quiet night.  
Famous last words guys!!!!!! 
 
On Sunday, the theme of the day was teamwork, with the patrols working as teams taking part in team challenges 
including Sedan chair building, hockey, indoor curling and problem solving.  Most of these activities proved rather 
competitive with youngster’s representing their patrols well. 
 
Lunch was followed by Scouts Own including one or two of our Gang Show songs that seem appropriate for the 
groups within the District working together.  “The family of Scouting” and “Goodbye till we meet again” and finished 
off with the presentation of certificates to show what the youngsters had achieved. 
 
From what I hear through the beating of the jungle drums is that some of the friendships made that weekend are 
continuing which for me is one of the things our great Scout movement is about. 
 
Finally, thanks to all the adults who helped in the planning and running of the weekend whether for the whole 
weekend or part of it, showing what groups working together can achieve. 
 
Keith Parkinson – Scout Leader – 1

st
 Carleton 

Course leader 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Cub News 

 
The District Cub Chess competition was held on 6

th
 February.  

Christian Bennett of 2
nd

 Cleveleys was the winner with Jordan Strain of 
1

st
 Carleton coming second and Robert Evans of 2

nd
 Clevleys coming 

third. 
 
Additionally from the winners and runners up, Wyre District Cubs came 
2

nd
 at the County Chess competition on 13

th
 March.  What skilled 

Chess Champions we have in Wyre.   Well done to all concerned. 
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Beaver News 

The Beavers Marbles competition was well attended with fifty four Beavers taking 

part.  The winners were Thornton Cleveleys with 2
nd

 Cleveleys in second place. 

There has been lots of activities in the District in the past few months with thirteen 

new Beavers invested at 1
st
 Garstang.  One Bronze Awards presented at 1

st
 Carleton 

with another seven Bronze Awards to be presented at 1
st
 Garstang in May at their 

AGM.   

1
st
 Fleetwood held a very successful “Chinese Evening” recently and 1

st
 Thornton are 

planning another “Sleepover” for the May Bank Holiday weekend. 

Forthcoming Events:. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group News – 16th Fleetwood 
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16

th
 Fleetwood have totally embraced the “project” for St George’s Day Parade, 

They are busy planning their “Total Wipeout Camp” for Cubs at Fylde 
Headquarters over the May Day weekend.   During the course of the weekend 
the Cubs will be putting the finishing touches to the St George’s Day Project.  
Make sure you attend the parade to see what they have been up to. 
 
Fun, Fun, Fun say the Beavers and Cubs at 16

th
 Fleetwood about their 

programme.  The Beavers have been busy making Easter decorations.  BSL 
Karen had an enterprising idea of contacting the local craft shop owner who 
came along to the Colony session armed with pottery eggs and Easter Bunnies 
which the Beavers set about painting.  The decorated eggs and bunnies have 
been taken back to the shop, to be fired.  Whilst the Beavers were busy with 
their painting the Cubs were engaged in a quiz about St Patrick’s Day, their 
knowledge about this particular Saint was quite amazing. 
 
The Scouts were not to be left out; they were working outdoors developing fire 
lighting skills.  Despite a strong wind blowing they eventually managed to get a 
small fire going. 

 

Group News – 1st Carleton - Beavers 

!st Carleton Beavers were mesmerized at their recent Colony meeting.  Local 
model Airplane enthusiast John Prothem came along to talk to them about flight. 
To illustrate his talk he brought along his model Spitfire and L49 Jet and a small 
model airplane which the youngsters were going to make and fly.  
 
Each of the Beavers and some of the adults were given a model airplane kit and 
taken step by step through the assembly stage.  Then, came the fun – naming 
and flying the plane.  The Beavers were wide eyed with wonder as the plane took 
flight down the hall and flew some considerable distance.   
 
Whilst posing for a Colony photograph with the model Spitfire and Jet at their feet 
they were taken completely by surprise as a small helicopter hovered nearby and 
performed amazing twists and turns.  They were spell bound.    
 
The next Colony meeting will be a competition to see which of the Beavers 
airplanes (if any are still intact) will stay in the air for the longest.  At this session 
the Beavers will be given British Model Flying Association stickers and badges,.  
as well as their Air Activity Badge. 

 



  

Gang Show 8th – 10th April at the Marine Hall, 

Fleetwood 

 
Gang Show 2010 is almost on us with all members of the cast working really 

hard to perfect routines and songs.  The gang Show is an event not to be 

missed, a great deal of time and effort has gone into producing the show by all 

concerned and they need your support.   Make sure you get your tickets early.  

 

Fellowship News  

Fellowship Members continue to actively support Scouting in Wyre.   During the month of April they will be busy 
helping at the Gang Show followed by St George’s Day Parade.  It has been a long tradition that Fellowship 
Members ensure that all is ready at the Church for the Service.  Forthcoming meetings as follows: 
April  - Ron Chattington – An Indian Slideshow, why not come along and join us. 
 
 

2
nd

 Cleveleys have lots of activities planned for the coming months a Race 
Night planned for 8

th
 May. Tram Sunday on the 18

th
 July and to crown it all a Jet 

Pull – watch this space for further reports. 
 

 

Superteams 2010 
 
This year’s event was held at Hodgson School in Poulton on Friday 26

th
 and 

Saturday 27
th
 March.  Friday night saw the Scout and Explorer Scout Sections 

“fight it out” for championship status.  13 teams completed 12 physical activities 

with Thornton Cleveleys Scouts and Dreadnought Explorer Scouts the winners.  

Second place went to Great Eccleston Scouts and Unknown Explorer Scouts.  

Third place went to 2
nd

 Cleveleys Scouts. 

 

Saturday morning was the turn of the Beaver Scouts to show their capabilities.  It 

was not a competition but 78 Beavers from 8 Colonies completed the 13 bases 

and so gained the “Fitness Challenge” badge. 

 

In the afternoon competition was keen with 13 teams slogging around the 13 

bases in record time.  The results were: 

Firstplace    2
nd

 Cleveleys 

Second place   Calder Vale 

Third place      1
st
 Carleton 

3rd Anchorsholme  
 
Although 3

rd
 Anchorsholme only started in November 2009, they are 

slowly growing in numbers.  They would like to start a Beaver Colony but 
unfortunately, like many Groups it’s the same old story lack of Leaders.   
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 Copies of the Public Liability Cover for 2010 are available from the District Secretary. 

 Wendy McMahon is back in the District after spending time up in Cumbria.  Wendy is pleased to be 

with 16
th
 Fleetwood as ASL.  Not to mention how thrilled GSL Ann Shipway was to have someone 

asking if they can join her team. 

 Wyre District had the highest growth rate in the 2010 County census. 

 This new West Lancs Badge can now be gained by young people and adults in ALL Sections.  The 

requirements for the badge are as follows:  Bring a new Member along to join your Section/Group/Unit 

Introduce them to the Leaders and other Members of your Section/Unit.  Help them to become familiar 

with Scouting, its traditions and history (appropriate to the Section) and help them through the 

Membership badge: Law and Promise etc. 

Over a period of several weeks, once the above is completed, the new Member is invested and the 

friend receives the Scout Recruiter Badge.  The badge is awarded only to the person who introduced 

the new Member to the Group/Unit.  The new Member can then in turn earn a Scout Recruiter Badge 

when they introduce a new Member to the Section/Group/Unit.  This badge can only be awarded for 

the introduction of totally new Members, not as a reward for acting as a “Buddy” to a young person 

coming up from below. 

 World ScoutJamborree – Sweden 2011 – letters were sent out to all eligible young Scouts in Wyre.   

To date, nineteen applications have been received by the Selection Committee.  The “Selection 

weekend” will take place on the 16
th
 -18

th
 April at Waddecar when these young people will be put 

through their places hoping to be chosen as one of the “lucky five” going to Sweden. 

 Snippets of Information  

 

I first became involved in Scouting at the age of eight as a Cub with 1
st
 

Anchorsholme.  On moving to Fleetwood I joined 16
th
 Fleetwood Scouts, 

moving up to Venture Scouts, eventually becoming Scout Leader at 16
th
. 

My next warrant was as venture Scout leader, being instrumental in setting up 

the Puma Venture Scout Unit in Fleetwood. 

After completing college, I joined the Royal Air Force but continued Scouting 

holding a number of appointments ranging from Assistant Cub Scout Leader 

in Northern Ireland, Falkland Islands, Assistant Scout leader in 

Newfoundland, Venture Scout Leader in Belize. Ascension Islands and 

Germany.  I have also held appointments in many locations in the United 

Kingdom, including District Venture Scout Leader. 

With the changes in age ranges I became involved with Explorer Scouts in 

Glamorgan. 

On leaving the Royal Air Force I settled back in Fleetwood becoming 

Assistant Explorer Leader at Unknow ESU, moving on to the District Explorer 

Scout Commissioner for the last two years. 

I have been married for 15 years to Elaine who still manages not to hold an 

appointment within Scouting but supports me in what I do. 

Ian Porteous 

District Commissioner 

 
 

 Our new Dc – Ian Porteous 
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Modules  1 – 3        18
th
 & 25

th
 May  (Module 3) at Garstang HQ  

Modules 5 – 9         10
th
 April 2010 at Fylde 

Modules 11 -19        dates available on http://www.training.westlancashirescouts.org.uk/coursedates2010.htm 

Manager Modules    dates available on http://www.training.westlancashirescouts.org.uk/coursedates2010.htm 

For further details & information contact:  

 Don Ashworth 01253 770787, email donashworth@hotmail.com      or   

Ron Chatt, 01253 825581  e-mail: ronchatt@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

8
th
 – 10

th
 April   Gang Show 

10
th
 April  Modules 5 – 9 at Fylde 

25
th
 April  St George’s Day Parade 

4
th
 May   leaders meeting 

7
th
 – 9

th
 May  Cub Activities 

13
th
 May  Exec meeting 

18
th
 & 25

th
 May  “Getting Started” Training modules 

23
rd

 May  County Rally Scouts & Explorers 

25
th
 May  Team Meeting 

27
th
 May  Fellowship Meeting 

Calendar of Events 
 

Adult Training Dates 

 

  

                                    STOP PRESS:  St Georgeõs Day Parade is Sunday 25
th

 April 2010.   

 
 

 
Contacts: 
 
Editor: Hazel Brindle 

 
Research Ass.  Uncle Ron 
 
Publicity Officer: Colin 
Garner 
 
 

 
Weôre on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.wyrescouts.org.uk 

 

Please forward any articles for the next Wyre Scouting by 20th of April 2010 to: 
 
 

253 West Drive 
Thornton Cleveleys 

Lancashire 
FY5 2 RY 

 
 e-mail hazel.brindle@yahoo.co.uk 
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